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3-1-56 issue of "Oregon Journal", Portland daily newspaper, carried 
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a conference next week on civil rights in Washington, D.C.S%as a; 
delegate of Portland local No. 139 of the Molders and Foungty sp 
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were granted leave to attend the Civil Rights conterence. 
e latter group includes who from time to time 
has been in touch with CP members ama who is regarded as a 
CP colonizer from New York City. : 
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Antictpated attendance at thie Conference ts expeetec 
to range from 2,000 to 2,500 and delegates from all parts of 
the country will participate. Following ts the proposed agenda: 


Sunday , .March 4 


- istration of delegates at 
Willard Hotel and _: 
1816 12th Street, Me Wo 
2230 Demo - Meeting at Metropolitan Baptist 
Church, 1225 8 Street, Ne We 
7:00 peme — Session at Departmental Auditoriun 
consisting of briefing of delegates 
concérning visite to Congressnen 
and eye-witness reports from 
delegates regarding civil rights 
violations. 


Monday, March 5 
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Hotel, regarding visite to Congresse- 
MEN 
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Democrat and Republican Farty 
legislative leaders. 
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and Republican Farty programs by 
Farty chairmen. 
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to 12:00 regarding visits to Congressmen. 
noon 


9:00 GeMe 


1330 Pem. - Reports and closing session at 
Departmental Auditoriun. 
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Re Legislative Conference on civil Rights to be held 
varch 4-6, 1956 at Washington, D.C. 
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and signed by the Negro Work Commission. This memo 
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observation of the Communist Party regarding the conference 
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Nenorable Dillen Andereon | 
Spectel Aestetant te the President 


Ezecutive Offtee —— 
Washington, D. C. 


My deer Mr. Anderson: 


Reference ts nade te my menorcadun Gated 

March 5, 1956, concerning the conference betag held tn 
Vash tagton, D. C.,fifarch 4 through 6, 2956, under the 
eponsorektp of the Hattioneal As ootatton for the Advarnce- 
ment of Colored People and certain supporting ergaatse= 
_ ttonmv. JI thougnt you would be taterested ia the 
following tnforuction relative to activities of the 
conference orn March 5, 1956, nade avatiable by sources 


of this Bureau who have furnisked reltable cayeraseres ia 
the past. 


; An afternoon seeston of the conference was held 
at the Villard Hotel, Vashington, D. €. The estinated 
a ot. this meeting was epproztnately 2, 000 ae 
peopl es ; : 


og GGuised tra prtactpal 
2 - . aterest a e@ nee ting was the notion of the . 
‘4 4 MAR ep Jersey delegation te tnterest ten nenbers of Congress 
tn} calling en the Attorney General to diecuss the = 
tonal Assoctation for thé ddvancenent ef Colore 
_ Conference prograz concerning etvil rights.” Th 


source stated thot Senator. fase’ at _atliaggerlt has ayes 


coumrifer?’? rat | 
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| A delegation of approztnately 75 tadividucls — 
called on Senator Douglas ef Illinote headed by Willoughby 
Abner, head ef the Chicago delegation of the National 
Associction for the Advancenent of Colored People. The 
etght-potrt etvil rights program ef the conference uae 
discussed with Senctor Deugles, whe ezplained Ata posttion 
on each point of the pregran. Senator Deugies satd he 
has propesed legtelatton en a Fatr Empleynent Prectice . 
Conntttee, ctvtl rights:and favors tatervention oy the -; 
Federal Goverznent whenéver there ts a civil rights 
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ms ar ais 
wie eS x se Ste 


Pees 
- 


Senator Bostlend ef Niastestppi end exploined thet due te 


-. @]lness be was unable te oppose Sencter Eastlend’e eppetat- oS 


nent a8 chatruasae af the Conntttee on the Judictery. fhe 
Gelegatioen left Senator Dougles’ affitce epperently pleesed 
wth hte stand on ofvtl rights end releted mettere. 


Another delegation talked with Senctor Dirkeen 
of riltacte. Senater Dirksen saté he Sas net epposed te 
the etghkt~-potat etutl rights pregram af the conference 
es presented by the delegation. Sernater Dirkeern telé - 
the delegation he was epposed te the removal er reprinand 


* eof Senator Eas tland a8 ehetraaa of the Countttee on the. 
Judtetary. | 


mRURTSt Party, was observed early tn se 
. ternoon of March S&S, 1956, tn Sroat of the Villard 
ote! talking to en tndividu Bg an identification 
ring the acne | 
gave this tadiuvidual several Gopi @ pamphiet b 
"Behtad the Lynchin tt Leute Ft22. 


Misstestppt, Chapter. of the National Association fer the 
Advancenent af Colered People, was shot on the night af 
Hovenber 25, 1955, allegedly  camae he refused to remove 
his nane fron ca list regtetered voters. 
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\ gue courte, @ Negro end president of the Ne Belzont,) 


bof the Connuntat Party, ead, 
of the a 
e Conuuntet Party, were observed entertag: ame 
. Charlies Hotel, Fash sagton, De Coe ebout = wom oa 4 


: “ | Marek 5, 1956. 


~~ 


comrrpEMerar. 
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* katter te Zoneredle Diller Andersen 
ses destetent te the Prestdéent 

uttve wae Butiétag — 

= SS ges Hipd: ege as” Np aie <2 aR? 1s 


i? She We et Fa Vo: 4 
i | were  teter oe 
entertag the Viti ¥ a Pte rneon eeceten - 
af tha conference ues tm progress. 88 - |: J 


oaf 


the viotatty of the hetel 
Stigetely eevern or etght — 


-“" "gm eventag seseten of the conference . 
the Willard Hotel en Maroh 5, 1956, : 
was ebserved entering the hotel shortly ore 


seston commenced. 


A 


: ah ie fhe evertng necting was attended by epprostaotely 
1,500 er more people. 


One source 12 attendance was tmpreesed i. the 
efftetent security measures ta effect ct the session. 
Adatttance was by official badge enly end sone eae FOre ues ® 
were reneved fron the neeting without fncident. — 


; The prisctpel epeckers b esisluiaiiin the iui, 
lteen end Denecratic Parties. Congresenan Bugh Scott 
represeating the chetruan of the Republican Scattonel 
Counittee cited the ecconplishnente af the Hegre end the 
Republican Adntatstration ta regard to etvtl rights 
motters. Mr. Poul M. Butler, chatrnuaz, Denocratic Sationsl 
Conntttee, told of the ecconpl tehnente uader feruer Prest- 
dente Freakita D. Roosevelt end Barry &. Trunce. 
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ecsston af the conference. 
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DIRECTOR - a att SeREnY OF NAACP : 
CIVIL RIGHTS - : en : ne 
ASAC Welte or the Savannah Office called at 11:00 a.m. 

this morning to advise that the captioned individual, accompanied by a 
Negro minister from Sumter, South Carolina, had been arrested late last 
night when both individuals attempted to cross over into the white section 
the train station at Florence, South Carolina, Welte did not have all the facts* U& 
but com what he had it eT that Mitchell had been thrown in jail in —_— 


: Mitchell called our Florence nedibakes Aeoncy at 9: 00 3 a.m, ys 
this morning and requested to see the Agents, He arrived at approximately 
9:30 a.m. accompanied by the minister and two attorneys, The Resident Agents 


were interviewing Mitchell and the oo" minister at the time of ASAC Welte's 
call to the Bureau. 


dnd. 


ad. aA Ali Px 


At 10:20 a.m.,, Mitchell received a call from Washington at 
the Resident Agency. It was obvious that Mitchell had planned the call beforehand, 
It also appeared obvious that he wanted the Agents to hear his conversation with ~ 

i= caller, Mitchell told the Washington caller to get in touch immediately with § 
L. B. Nichols of the FBI and Congressman Heseiton (apparently Congressman E 
! Som W. Heselton,, R.-Massachusetts), Mitchell then hung up. z 


In connection with this, I ere a call from a oblhause, 
whe identified himself as head of the local NAACP, at 10:35 a.m. thie” morning. 
; I was out of the office at the time and DeLoach returned the call inamy absence 


, at 11:15 a.m... Mr. Pohlhause stated that he had talked with Mr. Mitchell in 


Florence, South Carolina, and that Mitchell had instructed him to advise me 

of Mitchell's arrest while attempting to insist on his rights under the rulings : f } : 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, Pohlhause stated that the matter ite 
had been referred to A. B. Caldwell of the Civil Rights Sectien of the Department 


of Justice and that Mr. Caldwell was Waa, [oo into action regarding the rs ; 
Pohlhause was thanked for his call, | 3 
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the Department of Justice. Welte stated that several os 


and that he had indicated that we could make no con am 
this time, He was instructed to keep us advised regarding this matt 


that undoubtedly the Investigative Division would instruct that facts * 
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Zonereble Dilien Anderson 


Special Asstetant te the President aifl 
, FBecuttve Offtee Butldtag / 
Vash tagtes, BD. G. : 
| Necleesity on: OR 


My deer Mr. Andersons 


—- Befereance te nede te ay nenoraendun dated 
_ March 6, 2956, eoncerniag the conference being held et 
Wash tagten, DBD. C., plareh € througs 6, 1956, under the 
epernsorship af the Settenel Aesce tation Ser the Advance- 
ment af Celored Peo Bupportiag eFgeat we 
: eugat yeu would be taterested tn the 
Selleowing itnfornation relative te activities of the 
eonference on March 6, 1956, nade evatieble by sources 
of thts Bureau who have furnished relteble tafornetton 
$a the pest. | : 


An afternoon seseten of the conference was held 
at the Interdepartuental Auditertum af the Departuent of 
Labor which congteted of reporte made by varigys stete 
Gelegettens-on She resulte of their visite with nendsTR 

 @f Congress, The gstinated attendance at thtémectia 
moe be teen-B00 gre GOO people. : a a = 
- Bye . . 3: .o 
: oo =Jagt fs eonnection, the Pennsyludnté delagstiogs 
ve perted Fconbresenen from that State who were. iatér~., 
wtewed would “se wtlling to stgn eo petition directed 
the Attorney General requesting his pesttion éf civih = 
toate ‘tnsestigationes tn the South. The Hew. Jeréey ft 
-delegetten reperted that the nafortty ef the ,Congresiugx: 
'§ Sfven: that State mould be willing to eppéér. beféere the ‘ 
General end: request protection, for Hegreea under 
Tue: )| .  - oT. | eek. @ 
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‘+ eourteese but satd he wae opposed te aa the . arr. 
, | Se requested. , 4 
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Rey vsitas, executive ecoretar af the Bettonet 
descetatton fer the Advencene nt of Colered Pee wee fs 
. bte elest Pa ak te the eoanference stated t &f the 
@teti "7 eatioen was not heretofore en election 
teose, ¢ faly te et Gate Cine. 


-* ¢ = Seve © ers Det rty 
| ere te the post, were seen ph yb bobdine eopiee of 

- . She “"Datly Vorker,* en cast coast Connuntet datly snewse- * 
paper, te persons entertag the aeuditortun prier to the 
afternoon sessten on March 6, 1956. There was no literature 
Etetributed tnetde the eudttortun, Rowever, end there wes 
no denonstration of eny sert. 


of the Coun 


table durtag. ran me 1 @ 
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ky wiid be edviccd funedteteiy of any ‘fu 
pertinent date recetued by this Bureau eoncerntag .:: 
. Conmunteat Party Setsety tes fe connection _— thie * 
” poaference. * 


Stneerely yours, 
az Edgar Hoover — 
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. DELEGATE ASSEMBLY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, MARCH 4, 5, 6, 1956 
WILLARD HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 4 


9 A.M. — 2 P.Mecoccceeehegzistratim 


2:30 p.m —- 5: 3 p.m.. Metropolitan Baptist Church, 1225 R St. N.We 
Tavoestica 


Chairman: Charles Zimmerman, Chairman, Civil Rights Dept. 
- Amer. Jewish Committee, Vice 
Pres. International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union, AFL-CIO. 


Keynote Address, ROY WILKINS, Exec. Sec., NAACP and Chairman, 
Assembly for Civil Rights. 


Keynote to be followed by panel discussion by leading a 
lobbyists for civil rights: 


Herman Eielsberg, Director, Washington Office Anti- ~ b1 
rr “ \ ‘ \. ebesppetion League. 


John 5. ° —_, Legislative Re er for 
ee ea ‘Gisurelts Mn A + MG 6 L 
o . | -35 

ov: urs. rita in £9 Harris, Exec. Dir., a1 Len Theta 

e ws 2 WE erority. 87 HAR 12 1956 4 


Clarence. waa, bireeter, Washineton of free“RAAcr. 


Pau: Bitton, AH Legislative Rep, United Autonohaas 


Workers. 
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A Court of Inquiry will } hear - testineny by f Southern 
witnesses and victims of violence. 


Members of the Court of Inquiry are: 


Chairman: Bernard Trager, Chm., Community Relations 
. Advisory Couneil. 
George Hunton, Exec. Sec., Catholic Interracial Cowcil. 
Patrick Muxphy Malin, Exec. Director, Americal Civil 
Liberties Union. 


Shad Polier, Vice-Pres., American Jewish Congress. 


Joseph L. Rauh, National Chairman, Americans for Democratic 
Action. 


WITNESSES : 
_ Rev. Raiph D. Abernathy, one of the indicted leaders 


in the Montgomery, Alabama, bus 
protest. 


L. A. Blackman, President of the NAACP, Elloree, S.C., 
who @fied efforts of Ku Klux Klan 
to drive him out of tom. 


Gus Courts, President of the NAACP, Belzoni, Mississippi, 
who was shot because he refused 
; te remove his name from the 
; ‘ ‘ : voting list. 
(and others) 


Benediction 


MORDAY, MARCH 5 


9 a.m. — 1 p.m...eeceeeDelsgates confer with Congressmen and Senators of Cote 
ill. (Delegaticns from more than 35 states are expect 
to meet with members of Congress in their ol fices.) 


2 Pelle — 5 PoMeoeeeeeeeGrand Ballroom, Willard Hotel. 
AIRTEL mes 


> 


i oY furnished following additions and changes to above program: 


Chairman: A. - Philip Randolph, Taternetienel piitiienh 
oe Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 
; | and Vice-President of the AFL~CI0. 


Reports by chairmen of state delegations | on conferences with 
members of Congress. | 


8 Pen Auditorium, Labor Department, Constitution 
venue Trance. | 


invocation. 


Chairman: James’ A. Carey, Chmn. of AFL-CIO Committee on Civil 
Rights 9 Vice-Pr es. 9 AFL-CIO, and Presics:* 3 
Internati'l. Union of ElectricalWorkers, 
AFL-CIO. | 


(Representatives from the two parties in Congress and spokesmen 
for the Republican and Democratic Netional Committees will State 
their views on civil rights legislation.) 


TUESDAY, ‘ARCH 6 


9 a.m. — 12 noon. .Delegates eonfer with Congressmen and Senators on Capitol Hill. 


1:30 p.m.ccccceceeechairman: Emil Mazey, Secretary-Treasurer, United Automobile 
Workers. 


Reports by Chairmen of state delegations on conferences with 
members of Congress. ui 


+ & & 


this afternoon 


- 


SUNDAY, MARCH 4 
Invocation at Metropolitan Baptist Church by Reverend R. C. SHEAKZK. 


Briefing Session, chaired by CHARLES ZIMM&NJAN, Civil Rights Dept-, 
Jewish Labor Committee, and vice president International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union Status of civil rights bills; do's and don't's in calling on Congressmen 
and Senators; review of commitments and records; organization of delegates; 
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Evening session (8 p.m.) has been changed to Grand Ballrooa, Willard 
Hotel: Pledges and performance, presentations by Congressional leaders and 
Party spokesmen — PAUL M. BUTLER, Chairman, Democratic National Coumittee; 


JOHS W. McCORUACK, majority leader, House of Representatives. Invitations wt <. 
@lso extended to: LEONARD HALL, LYNDGY JOHNSQ!, WILLIAL ENORLAND, JOSEPH 
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. 
— ae es 
: eter, Var 
oe oy 2 


made to my previous menor 
ship Cenferense on Civil. 
ate Assembly fer Civil 
‘py the National Associa for the Advansenent 
People and eertain supporting organisatie : 


| As a matter ef efditienal interest ear Wa - 
Field Offiee furnished the following agenda fer the 


which was ebteined fren a press en _ - - Delegate ” 
Asseably for Civil Rights. , | 


te 
s. 4 


°: o* 
— yO eee 
1 


Sy 


9 QoRe -2 Dome soooeseRegiotvation ) 
2130, peice 5330 pom. Matronc 
TW OGe 


§9 MAR 18 bel, mu it 


, Taf ek ee 


bes. = 
TS 


Tee es ae 


John 3. Gunther, Legislative Re esentative, 
 merieaens fer 
Action. 


Mes. Patricia Roberts Harris, ‘Buseabive.. y 
x | Direster, —_ ta Signa Theta 


a 


D ten 
cleneaie witcha Bt ireoter ters Wasting 


> - ‘lien a 


“ we. ak oes @ ce — .£ cee eee ae 1 AD. Meets fF Oem oem «|. + «ewer ee ole 


Paul Sifton, National ee Represent- | 
| 


ative, Eni ted Antemobile Workers. 


330 » = 10 DeMoese nterde) men 
71) a vomeese nae toritiatoa anne hat 


eee ae ea gee ae 


. eile of aes will hear tes 
southern wi taaaaes and victins ef vi 


Menbers ef the Court ef Inquiry are: 
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There is attached herewith the yellow of a duplimat 
concern ge at meetings in Chicas Illinois, on 
Febru ana 29, 1956, pertaining to a “Legislative A 
on Civil Rights to be held in Washington, D.C., March h-6, 1956, 
under the sponsorship of the Nationa Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People.and certain supporting organizations. 
There are also attached cover memoranda to the White House, Attorney 
General, Secret Service and intelligence ncies of the Armed 
— with which copies of the duplimat il be disseminated. 


RECOMMENDATION : 


1.' It is recommended that this yellow file copy be approved 
in order that the original which is on duplimat can be transmitted. 
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and featured an address by Dr. fT. Bo Me Howard of 
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present et the meeting te eorrect unjust practices ta the Ae 
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Btrecte? of the Antidtecrintnation Departaent of the 
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The following four items of literature concerning 
the above mentioned conference are being forwarded for 


completion of Bureau File regarding this matter: 


1) One photostat of cover of a booklet 
entitled, "Congress Must ACT on Civil 
Rights", on the back of which is 
listed the names of the organizations 
officially participating in the 
conference. 


One photostat of a handwritten copy of 
a tentative program for a "Delegate 
_ Assembly For Civil Rights", evidently 
to be held in the course of the | 
conference. This item covers the — 
contemplated program for the three days. 


One photostat of a handwritten copy of 

a directive "To All Participating Agencies" 
from ROY WILKINS, Chairman, and ARNOLD 
ARONSON, Secretary. This item is captioned, 
“Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, 20 — 
w. LO St., N.Y. 18, N.Y." and is deted  ‘ 
February 21, 1956. 
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4) One photostat of a handwritten copy “~ 
of a letter from ROY WILKINS, -.  — 
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, 
addressed to "Dear Branch & Youth 
— which is dated February 1), 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Hattenal Baptte? Gonvention, that Pk eteppege tdea 
completely errencous...we Gre tndereeted tn prayer eniy.” 
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ae Zz Sascetation for Qhe Advuaneenen® of Colored People 
(HAAGP) te ergentsiag the Ministers BnePoency Conference, 
perpese ef sate ongentnation to to provide enffictens: 
purpese © ~ © preuide e * 
leedershktp co thet the group wtll be tke recegntzed : 
ergantzation tn the “prayer and pretest neetteee on the / 
west ecest. The Oakjand, GCaltferate, Clute duditortun te ! 
betng considered for @ protest nesting end any money collected. 
wtll be dtutded 7 ly between the protest group ta 
Alabane end the HAACP national afftee for otvtl rights 


the west eoast regte 
eny aatteawide we 


sifitaad! 

6 end the aattonal te the P, 
any étreetives tao so castes oh tok tabi 

‘ euppert for « work eteppage. me Mintesere 
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= 956, dut will presse for ae werk ¢ 
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- pegteas apettias Mgiotog fl yin sy fa @ 
“= we. average o 8 sense OT ich ties 


: oo fhe Peun Sisorten,€ e 6832 
otrentatten 6a the Begre conunuats 
Bey erea, for Mareh 3, 1956, on 
Representet ive Aden Clayten Powe 


oe Fer your p edd tttonal tafernatton ta cqnnectten 
wtth the beycott the buses ta Mon! 
_Jegrees 


—- —_— 


@ eanvess im Albany on Marek 86, 1986, ° 
te eoltett ¢ funds fer the support af this beyeett.— - 


eo, 


 Aay odd ttsone? enneiaine enpeiiiinten rece tved 
tn-connecsion with this uatter will be nade avetleble 


to you Oreaptipe 


seo foo to oan gant Atterney General 
Tres Hiei III 


conrrphurrat 
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reflecting certain ) 


Reverend 
Montgomery, Alabama, the following is noted, 


‘It is recalled that Abernathy related that a Negro soldier 
was shot to death by a policeman after getting off a street car 
because he refused to ht his seat to a white passenger. The Mobile 
Office was unable to identify any matter which —. similar MA 


to the situation named. above. 


in checking further into the matter, Mobile transmitted e. 
the Bureau's request to the Birmingham Office and the or 
Office made a check and ~-was unable to locate the case in 
Birmingham, however, did furnish the foll information Penien 


may be the case which Abernathy is referring to. The facts are as 
follows: - | 


YN 
7 
WY 
In 19 Timothy Hood, colored, a discharged war veteran ~~ 
was on a street car in: “Bbgsener, Alabama. He had seated himsel? * 
in an area reserved for white ople. The motorman advised the Negro 
that he would have to move back to the colored section or get aes 
street car. The motorman returned his money to him when the Ne 
failed to abide by the motorman’s request and after returning 
money the Negro was put off the street car, During the proceedings 
the Negro forcibly removed the motorman from the street car, Dur 
the scuffle the motorman allegedly shot the Negro three times, 
aes wrt olice officers arrived and when Hood, after be 
laced in a police wagon, allegedly made certain advances towar 
he police officers in a threatening manner, was shot through the ; 
thead by one of the police officers, All of "this curred in Fetruary 
1946, The matter was investigated by the Bureau; facts were 
submitted to the Department and i further action was taken, 
. With respect to the alleged saciid involving a li—year 
ofid Negro girl being taken off a bus, ed, and put in jail 
Because she refused to give her seat ssenger, 
{Hallford has advised that no co estigation was made inte is. 
{such an incident the Mobile RF " He advised, ver, that “ 
, Press articles reflect that Claudette Reis, bce ei referred to S 


* pe Mr. Nichols bd A arco 71 


ver, is one of several which 
in ge Court charging a 
officials, including 
Sraiation in antennae travel. oi 
Clentette Colvin is her father 
ondueted no investigation wi 
ie recalled that on ch 2, th se 
ict an inves ration. of a 


ats m Ox i minal Division 
investigation should be conducted. 


- ACTION 


The above is being submitted for the Director’s information, 
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Reference te ‘ouie to uy menerendum te the 
athoine General dated Marek 8, 1986, eaptioned 

—« “Coumuntet Inftitrattes of the. Hatt enol Ssecetettes 
for the Advaencenent af Colored People, Internal a 
Seeursty oC," 6 copy of — wes faratehed tO you. | 


vi 


”) wenoran | 


: . ee 


‘ @ 


ae ga i ‘leas Im eonneetton wtth our interest tn simone &~ 
_b /wtbenpte to trfluence the Leadership Conference on Ctuti 
 . Rights held tn Vashtngten, De. Co, Merch 4 through. 
At wos" deened destrable to cover the actialtics of@ 
/S an abe ether national Jeeders of she Comuuniet Perey 
= é-3n Vashingten end they were pleeed under phyetanl 
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Tele. Room __ 
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[28 Pers . 
enpear GF Gane Coane 
a 


Se ehove-lieted persons, with 
the : attended the afternoon end 
eventing sesetens eonference on Mereh 4, 1986, 


aithough these seestens were for seoredited delegetes) 

pereens wae legetes were perattted te ett | 
es ebservers. aft Feshingten for Yew York City | 
St 92:30 poR. QA * A956. ee Fa oa 


It should be noted that the afore-mentioned | 
Comnuntat functtenartes whe viatted Veshington fer thie 
eonference were unable te edtatan exuthortized credentials 
ené thetr aetivttices were confined te & epecteter role. 
The tnvestigative eeverage ef their aettivitics by tate 
Bureau, tucluding physteecl eurvetlilenees, usy have been 
responstbhle fer the eearctty af open Getiutties eon the 
«part of the Communist Perty.ta ettenpting te exert any 
. — or eontrel ever the cetiuitios ef the conference. 
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1. The abeve de furatshed fer ‘your tnfernatten eng 4 
Se betag furatshed to Assiatend Gnited States Attorney 
Gtlehrtst ta Hew York fer Alte oa 5g the event Gn 


eofftetel eemplatat ts regtetered } fere the 
Gutted States Distriet Ceurt. 


ATTINTION = SAC, New York: 

ee “Fhe edove tafornation should be furnished to 
Asstetent Untted States Attorney Gilchrtet. He should be 
teld that the tnfernation ts to be matatained fn strict 
conftdence end te d Surntehed to hin tn view of the 
posstbility that may make ern official conpletnt 
to the court. Gtely edvise Burecu tf suck = 


ec 
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complaint is nade. Sa 


MOTE OW YELLOW ONLY? 
AUSA Gilchrtst tse tn charge of the New. 


trial. 
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IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD, AND WEY YORK 
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EI UESTING INFO RE COMMUNIST DELEGATES PLANNING TO ATTEND LEADERSHIP 


' 


SONFERENCE, WAS. DoC. MAR. FOUR NEXT. 


, 


my ae 


ROPRATE AGS. 


on 
i” 
‘ 


AP 
AND fisin 


@ 


SOIT” FIFA 


"T*SON-FCIM II, 1-2.4,2 


‘6:77 of Pry 


ita Bh 


Y 


seer Ry ae e fk St ‘tgs yt a ee 


END PAGE ONEses ores FO 8B MAR 12 ise 


~ 


&y 
4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) €) . C3 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


| he , entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following state: 
geein this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) L 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be aavised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


oo The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
Oi ofae ~ {i370 53 
pI ca 


@« 
da 
— 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR PA 
eomesectsosecees: 


Fei/D0J 


- © ° d a 
» ~~ 
< eh ae wens OE 7 it Tae. kit? 
4 eet “ ang od ARE Ce ia Soe ES eae 
a 2s Fala) Oe a i” | SNS Sn ey 
Pi Tae Be Sas ee PCM hah SB weetR eS) MEM Te et, 
i DEL HAT EE ey ove meee es 
ey Nits 7y0' een oag > een te ‘ 
t : 4 thy mS. ries ge | a ee 
baa) eS) x z nf 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


rilpheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following stat 
upiain this deletion. 


OT tien desaiiiiiiiiads bl, hr, bIC, b7D _ wih ao tens 


material available for release to you. 


[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


{_] Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages coni.in information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-] For your information: 


(+ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


YS fe. eb 2s Wee 8 eB 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR mis PAGE 
XXXXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXXXK 
DELETED PAGE(S) ; 


Fei/o0J 


a Ofie Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES ¢ GOVERNMENT | 


2 Mr. Tolson > 2/24/56 . 
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SUBJECT: © 


e You mentioned to me two items which appeared in the : | 
Congre ssional Record for 2/23/56. The cr is as follows: . 


In the Congessional Record pn page 2805. Congres 
Gathings quotes an interview with Thurgo rshall which appeared 
2/3/56, issue of the Memphis Commercial 1 wherein Marshall states 
"Edgar Hoover, boss of the FBI, says we are not subversive, Our convent! 
have been addressed by Harry Truman, and President Eisenhower and Vice 
President Richard Nixon," | Tenn - :: IC 


< Undoubtedly, Thurgood Marshall basés his statements upon a 
letter to Walter White dated 4/14/47, as follows: 


ae 


~ 


"Your letter dated April 8, 1947, together with enclosures, has 
been received and it is indeed a pleasure to submit the following statement for 
inclusion in your proposed phmphlet: 


~ ‘Equality, freedom, ‘and tolerance are essential in a 
democratic government, T ational Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People has done much to 


reserve these principles an he —— the desires 
our founding fathers,‘ 


“With best wishes and kind regards, ay Lf : 


"Sincerely yours, 
"/s/ 3. Edgar Hoover" 


l= B\7b= 318x) 


“ ~ White had written the Director on 4/8/47, requesting a 50 to 


— 100 wand statement expressin Director's opinion on the contribution to 
democracy that the Work of P, is doing pointing out that they were 
inc 


planning to get up a is sea ing the comments of distinguished Ampricans. 


RECORDED - 21, Llié- 6- (3% 


7 MAR 13 1956 ,: 


aii} 


ae ae 


an . 
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7S ie * 


Memorandum for Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols 2/24/56 


ao 
tb: = 


“@ There, of course, was no choice in the matter but to 6am 
ut Gad at that time, it should be remembered that Walter \ Wh 
avovidill to be a very effective balance wheel in the NAACP and holdig 
agitation. This was particularly true so far as the eau was cond — 
The statement has been used because the NAACP reference to it wher 
ttorney General Cook of Georgia attacked the NAACP some months ago. 
t that time, we had inquiries and we passed them off as a 1947 1 


soi. hot course, fis the line I thigk we s}c an 


slid take.in the e 
| ‘ : : | on 
ea LI ry" 7 Ascac pete 
With reference to the alleged readlution passed by the NAACP 
sues that the Bureae should/ Strict its activities ts investigation of criminal 
matters father than political matters, you are advised that this is somewhat 
store In the Summer of )949, there was a Bill of Rights Conference in New 
York City held from 7/ 7/17/49, which was promoted by the National 
Lawyers Guild, ClifforgjMurr, Paul J,Nkern and others. This conference did 
pass a resolution calling for an end to the investigation by the FBI into 
political rather than criminal matters. Kernwason the National Legal Committee 
of the NAACP in 1954, and th: reference to the resolution comes up in citing 
the HCUA records on various officers and officials of the NAACP. 


"4 


+ ‘Xenon ® Mrs 


| 


CONDUCT OF CONFERENCE 
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SADGRAHTP CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
"CM © Op 27 6, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


es — eae re 
i thought the Director would be interested in the 
following brief resume of the captioned conference Communist 
activities during the course of this atteayr at 


oe: 


Dectaretty on: OF 


The conference opened on schedule on 3/4/56 and adhered 
closely to its adopted agenda throughor L 1D 


otal number o 
jelegates did not exceed 1,500. | 


The various activities of the conference included a 
briefing on how delegates should conduct themselves when contact- 
ing Congressmen; speeches on need for additional civil rights « 
legislation; talks by individuals from southern states who were 
allegedly victims of civil rights violations, speeches by repre- 


sentatives of Democrat and Republican Parties; contacts with 


Congressmen and finally a report session on results of contacts 
with Congressmen. 


One of the highlights of the conference was the introduc- 
tion of Autherine Lucy during the 3/4/56 evening session at 
Interdepartmental Auditorium. Lucy's activity at this session 
consisted of this introduction and she was not permitted to speak. 

It is noted that Lucy is presently involved in a controversy over Be 
her attempt to gain admittance to the University of Alabama. 


eee The entire atta: was conducted in an apparently efficient 
orderly manner and was undoubtedly effective to a certain degree in 
accomplishing the over-all conference objective of bringing to the 
attention of Congress the elght-point oivil rights legislative’ 
program of the~National Association for the Advancement of Colored 


People (NAACP). a 
RECORDED AE 
G 


EEE —— s 


3 - Bhe afore-mentioned eight-point legislative program.of 
et ec asists of the followings [ee 


(1) ° * Jod equal thro h the establishment of an 
effective Fed ty thro *s , 


(2) Withholding of Federal funds from any institution 
which defies the constitutional prohibition against 
segregation in public facilities. 


(3) Making lynching and other race-inspired acts 
‘of violence Federal offenses. 


(4) Abolition of the poll tax and protection of the 
right to vote. 


(5) Establishment of a civil rights division in the 
Department of Justice with authority to protect civil 
rights in all sections of the country. 


(6) Creation of a permanent Federal Commission on 
Civil Rights. 


(7) Elimination of remaining segregation and other 
forms of discrimination in interstate travel. 


(8) Provision for majority rule in the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 


Communist Party activity was kept to a minimum through the 
diligent efforts of the conference officials. According to our 
informants the entire conference was very security conscious and was 
extremely successful in keeping the Communist element from any degree 
of influencing the course of the conference, 


The only known overt Communist activity ee this entire 
,affair consisted of distribution on March 4, 5, and 6, 1956, of such 
Communist literature as "Daily Worker® and a pamphlet entitled 


“Behind the Lynching of amet’ Rt Fp pel outside of varicy ions 
sol conference. Persor 


“e aXe 


We ; cin Ty 
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Activi ) of these individuals sibeased to 
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this conf¢ 
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of the artsy activities of his conference. 
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sion was in turn forwarded to the Bureau and promps a 
fam Wes made of all pertinent data to the White House 
\e wee eral and intelligece agencies of the armed s@ 3 


OBSERVATIONS : 


(1) As indicated above, this conference was exceptionally 
successful in preventing any Commnist influence or control over 
its activities. 


(2) Throughout its course, conference adhered to its 
primary objective of bringing civil rights legislation pro 
of NAACP to the attention of Congress. In this regard it is noted 
that at 3/5/56 afternoon session those in attendance were reminded 
of this objective and were told that resolutions and motions were 
not the purpose of the conference. 


(3) It would appear that this conference was successful in 


achieving its goal of spotlighting its agitation for additional 
civil rights legislation. 


(4) It may well be that the reason for the scarcity of open 
attempts by Commnist functionaries to influence this conference was 
due to the extensive coverage afforded this affair by the Bureau. 

The activities of these functioneries were closely followed, including 
physical surveillances, and they undoubtedly became aware of this. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For your information. 
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Re Albany airtel 2/21/56; Bureau teletype 2 ‘ 
telephone call from Inspector J. A. SIZOO to SAC, gy & 
Albany teletype dated 2/29/56; and Bureau airtel dated 3/7/56. 


Referenced Bureau teletype dated 2/25/56 instructed 
"All offices sutel by Tuesday, twenty eighth data obtained to 
date re Communist delegations plann to attend legislative 
conference on civil rights March 4 - 6, 1956, and identity of 
Bureau informants who will be included in s ” 
Referenced Bureau teletype was routed to S$ 
to whom captioned case is assigned, for h 


5 


C) 


: = further advised that inasmuch as the Lc 
Bureau had en advised by airtel dated 2/21/56 of all 
information available to Albany which was asked for in referenced 


~ - : . Lg ; 
~ Bureau (61-3176), RECORDED 7 6 /- 3/76 —/é 73 
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Approved: __ Disiiisiiie 
Special Agent in Charge 


7 2° 


FEDERAL | aura OF ‘omsina tion 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT al sustice 


- ee: 


o.4 
~ 


‘ab 


je following Teletype message to: 
ic” aly” > 4°. °7*% 4A 0 i ls dog 


> 
; = 
Ne 
, - ‘ 
— y 


we we @ 


A,’ # d 8, Aans he 


mae an additional ‘communication to ‘the Bureau ‘ _ Bis 
matter was not necessary. | : 3 


ee It is realized, of course, that ee teenesiil Bureau 
tele of 2/25/56 instructed that a teletype t > Bureau 
on 2 6. However, in viewc ne fact that & ac 
the matter of 
the Civil Rights Mobilization in Washington 
very closely and had kept the Bureau advised as late as 2/21/56 
of all information in the possession of this office regarding 
the matter, which information indicated that there would be no 
; delegation from this area, it is not felt that administrative 
action is warranted in this instance and none is being 
| recommended. 


is matter has been thoroughly discussed with b? C 
and the importance of complying with B 
instructions has been brought to his attention. ad now 
clearly understands that in the future he is to comply plicitly 
with Bureau instructions, ' 


souCcY 


cov QT 


Approved: : Sent ” 
Special Agent in Charge 
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From SAC, Detroit (100-6761) : ee SOU, eg ee 
To: Director, FBI (100-135) Meoctarelty cn: OR | 
eacon MMtiowal. AssoesAlion For THe Advawe igus 

| OF {L0lohéeD feok 
-DAYLET. The 3/10/56 Detroit edition of the eS ee 
Courier” received by this office 3/8/56 carries an cle om 


1, colum 1, captioned "Editorial - Give an Hour’s Pay}" 
stant article reads as follows: 


mwith ail due respect to Congressman ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, The 
Courier seriously disapproves his suggestion that Negroes -e 
work for an hour and children leave school for an hour March 28 
eoein order to pray to God that the hearts of some white 
Southerners should be changed and that right should prevail. 
The Courier believes in prayer, but it does not believe that 
Negroes should arbitrarily a. their jobs and leave their 
classrooms without regard of the cost and inconvenience to 
many others who may be, or have been, their friends. Let 
Wednesday, March 28, be a great Prayer Day, but throw open 

the doors of the churches that Wednesday nf ght. Let Negroes 
by the thousands, even ae 4g raise their voices to the God 
of black and white alike. t ir they want to i practical 


they can help the Negroes in elke gomery, ~ oe sending them 
ayin 


ONE HOUR'S PAY. Talking helps some. 
But MONEY is what the Negroes in A ag Bold Ry 
against insulting treatment of the buses, need if they is to 
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PAGE TWO 


ective through peaceful resistance. It is easy 

to send OWE HOUR's PAY to the embattled Negroes of ees aged 
First ares you have to do is to be honest with yourself. Prove 
to yourself that you really want to help, not just talk. Then 
write out a good check or send a money order. The check or 
money order should be made out to the MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION. Either one should be mailed to the Montgomery 
Improvement Association, in care of Rev, M.L. KING, Dexter | 
Avenue AME Church, Montgomery, Ala.” | : ee 


Section 2, page 1, column 4, of instant pa carries an 
article captioned "Local 600 Unit Asks Dollars for Montgomery 
Fight" which reads as follows: | 


"The 3,500 workers in the frame and cold agers unit of 
fant Ford Rouge plant were asked to donate at least one 
Ollar apiece to the Montgomery, Ala. chapter of NAACP this 

week by their president, Joe Morgan, and vice president 
Walter Moore. This unit is a part of Local UAW. Ina 
leaflet distributed throughout the plant, the officers 
reminded the workers that ‘you must bear in mind that the 
court injunction (in Montgomery) against boycotting a jim 
crow transportation system is the same weapon used in most 
states for union busting.’ In a personal letter to Roy 
Wilkins, executive secretary of the NAACP, MORGAN urged 
that *Federal action be taken to prevent this suppression of 
human rights. In the soverign state of Alabama,’ he said 
*two battles are being waged; one, to coup. ae white; the 
other to force Negroes to ride buses in Montgomery. Both of 
these issues are receiving their share of world attention - 
and with reason. If to salvage a modicum of their dignity, 
the Negroes of Montgomery choose not to patronize a segre- 
gated transportation service, is it not their choice? No 

buses have peen overturned, no violeice threatened. A 

minority group for years victim of economic pressures, is 

denied the right to exert that same force - however peaceful - 
to help solve its problems. No longer a matter of take it 

or leave it, Montgomery has said "take it or prosecuted in 

the name of the law." Morgan deplores the fact that ‘the 


law can force citizens to be segregated’ and this *indeed 
is a paradox] ™*® : . 
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Pages A2185- Congressman “illiams, (D) Mississippi, extended hés remarks 
2186 to include an editorial from the Nashville Banner dated > 
February 24, 1956, entitiled "Stand Up and Be Counted." Thisx, 
editorial points out that now is the time for Congressional — 
investigation of the NAACP—"either to vindicate the organi- 
zation or verify the facts in the case if they are as has 
been charged." 
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—_—_——— cena iit 
In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for.:..- i- /\,* . , was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 


portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and 
placed in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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He related that a negro soldier was shot to death 
by a policeman after = geesine off a bus because he refused to 
give his seat to a white passenger. So far we have not been 
able to identify this case; however, our — Office is 


Lit te 


Abernathy also referred to a 1-year - 014 neare sss 
ir) who was taken off a bus, handcuffed and - =. Sail 
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cause she refused to give her seat to a white pa er. 
It appears that this is the case involving Claudett o_o 
a 15-year-old negro ey 1 girl who was convict a 
Montgomery 18/55, for refusing to move to the 
back of a us. ” e was also found guilty of assaulting 
a policeman who had removed her from thy bus. She was placed 
on probation for an unspecified time by Juvenile Court Judge & 
Wiley Hill, Jr. Her gttorney asked for dismissal - charges 
on the grounds they were wnconstitutional. : 
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While you were ont Ale. office, BAC E 
Mobi le called to supply the following information eae 
matters you requested to make an immediate check on, — 


With reference to the incident allegedly involving 
* Negro soldier being shot to death by a policeman after hr a 
a tus because he refused to give his seat to a white passe a 
Hallford advised that a review of all the summaries civi et Pe 
matters, as well as the sero files,failed to reflect any such case 
having been handled by the Mobile Office. Furthermore, Agents who 
have been assigned to the Mobile Division during most of the period 
it has been open do not recall such an incident in that territory. The 
possibility that the Birmingham Office might have handled such a case 
was taken into consideration by Hallford and he has requested that office, 
to make an immediate check, and to telephonically advise the Bureau. 


\ 
With respect to the alleged incident involving a l-year- 

old Negro girl being takén off a bus, handcuffed, and put in 2 
because she refused to give her seat "to a white passenger, Hallford 
stated that no com ee or ae gh was made into such an 
incident by the Mobile Divisi He advised, however, that press ”__ 
articles reflect that Claudette™ a Seer Peed zirl referred to b Rev. 
Abernathy, was arrested on Mar¢h Gisposition of her case 

is not shown nor are details as to "eine 75 Te of her arrest available, g 
According to Hallford her arrest, however, is one of several which is he 
the basis for a suit being filed "in Federal Court charg & ed 

on the part of Montgomery, Alabama, officials ogy hief [ 
Ruppenthal, to continue segregation in inter state trave ig vf 
poseen on behalf of Claudette Colvin is her father, ceivine. 
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Mr. Jo Edgar Hoover 4 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: ore MY 


+ hii enniin ant wie shat won. acti on snieetdiebies of 
end National Association for the Advancement of Colored ees 


-* 


The "Good Book" tells us that by their fruits shall we know 
them. Certainly the fruitage of this crowd clearly indicates 
what they are, together with what their aims are, 


It does not take a university professor to know that this’ 
outfit is a hot bed of communists. Certainly they are not Americans, 
with the interest of Americans being manifest in their actions. 


It seems like everybody and everything has been investigated 
but this crowd. It strikes me that the time has come to have a 
real investigation of this group, who, apparently seem willing 
to wreck this country for their own personal gain. The time has 
come for America to wake up and live, or she will surely sleep en 
and die. If the present trend of Things is not stopped the very 
| thing that the commnists want, overthrow from — will take 
place. 


Your department is in a position, and I urge you to take 
advantage of that position, to stem the tide of this dangerous 
movement by making America a home for Americans, 


Yours respectfully, 
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Transmit the following message vic _ATReTEL 


stated thé rareruL manner in whnicr a: 8gbA ‘one sued 
credentials to delegates as well as vynote speech of ROY W. 
WILKINS, National Executive Secretary, NAACP, warning inst 
CP. attempts to influence conference preciuied any marke 
degree of CP control of conference. 


CED «:.:-.: that the conference was devoted to 
various speeches individuals whom the NAACP had assisted; 
pushing for enactment ght-point program mentioned in 
previous PH teletype advised that special emphasis 
placed on action on cific bills: HR 3563, re anti- 


ae shze ing; HR 3583, foreeriae of a civil rights commission 
» denial c¢ wl. 
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—-. follows : 


- On Sunday eveniiy 3/4/56, ROY WILKINS sided 
at meeting at which follow kes RALPH. a 


Montgomery, Ala., n foliowis USC COURTS, Belzoni, Miss., 
who discussed White Citizens? Councils; A AUTHERINE LUCY 

was presented, but did not speak, A discussion was “_ 
held concerning HR's 3476, 93263 » 3583 mentioned above 

for the purpose of urging Congress to vote these bills §—- 
out of Committee for vote on the floor, On Monday, 3/5/56, 
most time spent by various state delegations in visi tabe 
their Congressmen and Senators. On Monday vening, 8 ie o 
BUTIER (not further identified by Tntennins | Ds 
SCOTT, U. S, Congressman, 6th CD, PH, debated on the. ac- 


complishments of Republican and Democratic Administrations 
in the civil rights "ried. 


On Tuesday, 3/6/56, various state piniiiienias 
nade reports on results of visits with Congressmen and : 
Senators. Reports reflected that most Congressmen and BS 
Senators took favorable attitude toward civil rights legis: 


lation sponsored by convention, i 
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Consensus opinion of delegates to CR Conference ¥: 


was that gislation would be passed this session i er 
Congress noted no CP influence at convention, 
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